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ocean and revolution. He was a loyalist to the tongue of Eng-
land. And of course speech was for him but a symbol of all
the customs which he thought of as centering in or about
London and to which he drew near and nearer with a passion
of return which implies an atavistic hankering in the blood.
In other words, Henry James was a patriot to his race, and
his final transfer of citizenship, though immediately called
forth by his sense of America's procrastination in the World
War, was but the outward sign of a temperamental repatria-
tion already complete.

The process began early under the deliberate guidance
of Henry James, Sr., a remarkable metaphysician and theo-
logian, who sought to make his sons citizens of the world by
never allowing them to take root in any particular religion,
political system, ethical code, or set of personal habits. Born
in New York in 1843, Henry James had the most desultory
schooling, under the most diverse teachers, in New York,
Albany, Geneva, London, Paris, Newport, Geneva again,
Bonn, and again Newport, studying now mathematics, now
languages, reading a good deal of Latin and a little Greek,
dabbling in Fourier and Ruskin, drawing a little, immersing
himself in the British magazines and the Revue dcs deux
Mondes, and from a very early period writing stories on the
model of Balzac. A circle which contained at once the elder
Henry James and his son William was out of contact with
few of the important ideas then stirring; and the father was
accustomed to bringing into the household many of the
eminent Europeans who visited the United States from time
to time. The Civil War would possibly have enlisted Henry,
as it did his two younger brothers, but for a physical disability;
and it did without doubt mark him deeply. "It introduced
into the national consciousness," Henry James wrote in 1879,
by the national consciousness undoubtedly meaning his own
as well, "a certain sense of proportion and relation, of the
world being a more complicated place than it had hitherto